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RAJ MATHAI
NBC BAY AREA



HORIZON SPONSORS



ASCENT SPONSORS



BASECAMP SPONSORS



HOST COMMITTEE
Fatima Angeles

Vice President of Programs, The California Wellness Foundation

Michelle Brega
Vice President, Community Development Regional Manager, U.S. Bank

Julia Chan
Director of Audience, Mother Jones & President, AAJA SF Bay Area Chapter

Lance Lew
Director of Marketing, NBC Bay Area

Stacie Ma’a
President, The Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation

Adrienne Pon
Executive Director, SF Mayor’s Office of Civic Engagement & Immigrant Affairs

Katerina Villanueva
Director, Corporate Social Responsibility Officer, MUFG Union Bank



@AsianPacificFund93@AsianPacificFnd
(no “u” in “Fund”)

Tag us on social media
#APISummit

@asianpacificfund



OTHER ESSENTIALS

Restrooms: This floor and downstairs

WiFi: Club Guest
Password: beintheknow

Evaluations: Included in program booklet;
we look forward to your feedback!



AUDREY YAMAMOTO
ASIAN PACIFIC FUND



Anti-Asian and 
anti-immigrant 
sentiment are at 
highest levels since 9/11

Rise in Anti-Asian Sentiment



1 in 2 Asian and Pacific 
Islander youth are 
bullied simply for being 
Asian

Struggles with Being Bullied



Afraid to Access Services

Fear of being deported 
prevents API’s who are 
here legally from 
accessing services



Four of the five ethnic groups
with the highest rates of poverty in the 
Bay Area are Asian or Pacific Islander

High Rates of Poverty
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AAPI DATA

KARTHICK RAMAKRISHNAN



@CSIUCR     @karthickr     @aapidata

DATA, NARRATIVE, 
ACTION

Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders, and 
the Need for Data Disaggregation

Karthick Ramakrishnan
Professor, UC Riverside

Director, AAPI Data and Center for Social Innovation
Board member, The California Endowment





Data and Technology

Narrative Change
(Framing, storytelling, messaging)

Action
(Advocacy, Civic Engagement, Social Enterprise)

What’s Your DNA?







Our Team







Rapid Population Growth
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Background on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 
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Calculations from U.S. Census and American Community Survey



Purchasing Power
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in billions

Background on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 



Wealth Generation
Background on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 

Asian Am

Latino

Source: St. Louis Federal Reserve



Businesses Over $1 Million in Receipts
Background on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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So What’s the Problem?

Differences in outcomes across communities

Good data is essential to any solution











Protests against… data disaggregation!



Threats to Census (not just external)



POLITICAL POWER:
GLASS HALF FULL



1,139,000

547,000

589,000

723,000

2016

2012

2008

2004

Current Population Survey and AAPI Data Calculations

Background on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 

Record Gains in Voting 
(new voters)



Racial Gaps in Voting
65

59

49

48

48
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Background on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 

2016 Election

Source: 2016 Current Population Survey



Contacting Public Officials
Background on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 

Source: 2016 National Asian Am Survey



PHILANTHROPIC  
POWER:

GLASS MOSTLY EMPTY



• AAPIs get 1% of philanthropy dollars 
• But, we need to step in giving, too

Asian Americans 32% of pop in SF and SM counties
28% of those with incomes > $100,000

2.7% of major donors; about 1% of giving

Bay Area Example



Project Uplift
Not just about civic duty

Visibility, Influence, Respect
• Board Development & Network
• Big Donor Strategy
• Small Donor Strategy





IS THERE AN ASIAN 
AGENDA?



1. Inclusion

Immigrant Rights

Language Access

Representation in Entertainment

Representation in Corporate 
Leadership



2. Protection

Gun Control

Environmental Protection

Health Care 



3. Opportunity

Education



Why Education?
• Plays to stereotype

• Example of Latino Caucus and immigration

• Big opportunity in California
• Master Plan is broken

• Can be effective from local level all the way up



How to Own the Education 
Issue?







Education

Access

Affordability

Quality



Call to Action
• Civic engagement, including grass-roots investment
• Philanthropy 
• Issue leadership in California

• Don’t take anything for granted



Thank you!

@aapidata @karthickr @CSIUCR
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SARITA KOHLI
ASIAN AMERICANS FOR COMMUNITY 

INVOLVEMENT (AACI)





57



2,000crisis calls for help

141women and children sheltered

733helped
400calls for shelter unmet



I Dare to Air
My Resilience, My Truth



Emerging Needs
Lightning Talks



JORGE WONG
RICHMOND AREA MULTI-SERVICES (RAMS)





Nearly 20% of Asian American high school 
students have considered suicide

Suicide death rates are 30% higher for young 
Asian American females

Asian are 3-4X less likely to seek for help 



https://www.calhospital.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/health_is_mental_infographic.pdf

RAMS Continuum of Care
• Treat
• Stabilize
• Manage Own Mental Health
• Uncover Full Potential



Mental Health is a 
Lifelong Struggle.

Mental Health is a 
Lifelong Path.



Emerging Needs
Lightning Talks



CYNTHIA CHOI
CHINESE FOR AFFIRMATIVE ACTION (CAA)















Emerging Needs
Lightning Talks



TAUNUU VE’E
REGIONAL PACIFIC ISLANDER TASKFORCE





Lifecycle of Disparities









Emerging Needs
Lightning Talks



JUNE LEE
KOREAN COMMUNITY CENTER 

OF THE EAST BAY (KCCEB)













Call 
Center

Legal

Social 
Service

Health 
Access

Mental 
Health

Korean 
Community 

Center of 
the East Bay

Integrated Approach to Service & Advocacy





“I am thrilled 
that I was able 

to help my 
fellow seniors 

register to 
vote.”



Emerging Needs
Lightning Talks



MICHELLE BREGA
U.S. BANK



Emerging Needs
Lightning Talks



@AsianPacificFund93@AsianPacificFnd
(no “u” in “Fund”)

Tag us on social media
#APISummit

@asianpacificfund
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Mobilizing APIs to 
Vote and Be Counted



ROBERT HANDA
NBC BAY AREA



Case Study: 
One Nation Movement



THIS NATION IS BUILT ON THE STRENGTH OF IMMIGRANTS



THIS ONE THING ASIAN AMERICAN CELEBRITIES 
ARE DOING TO GET CRAZY RICH IN SPIRIT



ONE NATION COMMISSION



Case Study: 
One Nation Movement
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ROUNDTABLE REFLECTIONS

What’s a key learning, insight, or takeaway 
that stands out for you from what you’ve 
heard today?

What’s one action you can commit to 
once you get back to your desk?

QUESTION 1

QUESTION 2
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Moving Toward a Common 
Vision for the API Community



AUDREY YAMAMOTO
ASIAN PACIFIC FUND



API SUMMIT
THANK YOU FOR JOINING US!
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